
 

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AUGUST 23, 2020 

March 15, 2020 March 15, 2020 March 15, 2020 

Witnessing to the Resurrection 

AUGUST 23, 2020 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Weekend Liturgy: 

9am & 11am Sunday (Outdoor) 

4:30pm Saturday in the main worship area 

Weekday Liturgies: Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9am  Wed. 7pm 

Sacrament of Penance/Reconciliation: Saturdays 3-4pm  

Infant Baptism: Contact Erin Wolfe. 

Sacrament of Matrimony: Please contact the office  

at least nine months prior to wedding date. 

2201 South Old U.S. 23 Highway 
Brighton, Michigan 48114 

Phone: 810-229-8624 • Fax: 810-229-6471 

Preschool: 810-229-0010 

Website: www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

OFFICE HOURS 

Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 8:30 am‒4:30 pm 

         Thurs.    1:00 pm‒4:30 pm 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

LOWERY’S LINES 
Past Fiscal Year:  July 1, 2019 – June 30, 2020 

Our parish fiscal year ended on June 30, 2020.  I am very grateful to every household in 
the parish that has been able to contribute by giving volunteer time in ministry, offering your talents 
and abilities to enhance our parish’s life, and making financial donations to the parish.  By sharing 
our time, talent, and treasure, our community has continued to flourish as a parish known for our 
welcoming, inclusive catholic spirit, our embrace of people in any need, and our desire to inspire our 
youth to grow spiritually. 

Between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, we contributed $1,468,534.67 in our Sunday 
offerings.  This amount is 99.25% of the total amount we had anticipated receiving in our 
budget for the last fiscal year.  Even with temporary suspension of public Liturgies – even with us 
having to celebrate Easter remotely in our homes – we remained generous and financially faithful to 
our parish. 

Our total income as a parish – including our Sunday offerings, money received as tuition for 
religious formation and the preschool, other donations, and money donated specifically to pay down 
our mortgage was 1,767,499.42.   

In addition to donations and tuition, final income amount also includes a Payroll 
Protection Loan of $110,900.  Most of the parishes in our diocese applied for and received payroll 
protection loans through the 2020 Federal CARES Act. 

Between July 1, 2019 and June 30, 2020, we spent $1,210,237.16 (Regular Expenses).  
This amount includes expenses related to ministering to around 500 youth religious formation 
participants, and teaching just over 70 preschool students.  Our expenses include staff payroll, 
health insurance, and other fringe benefits.  From supplies needed for the Liturgy to keeping our 
buildings heated and cooled; from keeping the lights, internet, and phone on, to purchasing office 
supplies the money the parish received as income was spent responsibly and for the purpose of 
working toward the ideals articulated in our parish Vision statement. 

Last fiscal year’s regular expenses also include $489,334.04 paid toward our mortgage 
balance.  Our Witness to Hope contributions to the Diocese of Lansing (which are not income for 
the parish) resulted in an additional $54,627.04 paid toward our mortgage.   

We still owe $1,398,597 on our mortgage as of June 30, 2020.  We are on track to pay this 
amount off by 2025. 

Last year when I arrived I inherited a budget that showed us using up to $300,000 of 
dedicated mortgage payments as money we would use to pay our day to day expenses.  With the 
finance council’s help, we made a lot of difficult cuts.  Even with our budget cuts, we still spent 
$42,971.78 more than we earned from our ordinary sources of income.  The only thing that 
saved us from ending in the red (with a loss) financially this past year ironically was our Paycheck 
Protection Program Loan.  Because of that PPP loan, we show our fiscal year ending 
$67,928.22 in the black or to our good. 

LOWERY’S LINES 

WATCH ST. MARY MAGDALEN  

WEEKEND LITURGY ONLINE! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Livestream at 4:30 pm Saturdays on our Website: 
www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

and available for viewing after 6:30pm on our 
website, Facebook and YouTube. 

Short daily homilies from Fr. Shaun or Deacon Devon 
are always on our Facebook page and YouTube too.  

MINISTERS OF PRAYER 
August 23 — August 29 

 
Sunday Dennis Wagener 
Monday Valerie Maravolo 
Tuesday Barb and Joe Kowal  
Wednesday Diane Olsem 
Thursday Pat and Bob Metz  
  Anna DeMonaco 
Friday Marilyn and Dan VanTiem  
  Mary Jo Cubr 
Saturday Volunteer 
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THIS WEEK’S READINGS AND INTENTIONS 

Monday, August 24, Saint Bartholomew, Apostle 
Rv 21:9b-14/Jn 1:45-51 

9:00 am  +Rev. Paul J. Cummings 

Tuesday, August 25 
2 Thes 2:1-3a, 14-17/Mt 23:23-26 

Wednesday, August 26 
2 Thes 3:6-10, 16-18/Mt 23:27-32 

7:00 pm  +Rev. Vincent D. Bui 

Thursday, August 27, Saint Monica 
1 Cor 1:1-9/Mt 24:42-51 

9:00 am  +Anthony Altermatt 

Friday, August 28, Saint Augustine,  
Bishop and Doctor of the Church 

1 Cor 1:17-25/Mt 25:1-13 
9:00 am  +Kay & Butch VanDenBrouck 

Saturday, August 29,  
The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 

1 Cor 1:26-31/Mk 6:17-29 

Sunday, August 30, Twenty-Second Sunday 
Jer 20:7-9/Rom 12:1-2/Mt 16:21-27 

4:30 pm  +Gwen Maes 
9:00 am  The People of St. Mary Magdalen 

11:00 am  +Geraldine Clark 

New Fiscal Year:  July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
In May I submitted a budget for our 2020-2021 year to our parish finance council that 

was assembled by our parish staff.  The finance council recommended that I use this budget as 
our guide during this fiscal year.  I would like to offer you some highlights of our budget which went 
into effect on July 1, 2020. 

The budget is based on a 3% increase in Sunday contributions between July 1, 2020 
and June 30, 2021.  Our budget assumes this increase because of the historic generosity of each of 
our contributing households and the extraordinary blessing we have seen even with the amount of 
people able to gather here at a minimum.  We love our parish and so the budget envisions us con-
tinuing to fund it even through uncertain times.  I would simply ask that if you are in a position to 
increase your regular contribution by 3% (or more), please to do so.  If you are not, please 
continue to give what you are able.   

We have one aspiring permanent deacon candidate in studies and the parish shares a por-
tion of his tuition. 

Money was budgeted for planning and hosting programs sponsored by our Health & Wellness 
ministry team, and for continuing adult faith development. 

Before realizing how restricted gatherings would be, we had increased our hospitality budget 
from last year with the hopes of starting an annual parishioner volunteer appreciation dinner in the 
spring.  We had also hoped to have a more traditional celebration to honor Sr. Maryetta’s 60

th
 jubilee 

as an Adrian Dominican Sister. 
This fiscal year we hired a full-time pastoral associate who oversees both religious formation 

and youth ministry – a major component of our on-going commitment to the faith development of our 
younger parishioners, and to our overall fiscal responsibility. 

In spite of the uncertain times we find ourselves in, I look forward to what lies ahead for us.  
27 years ago a much smaller group of households committed themselves to witnessing to the Res-
urrection.  27 years later at 1,574 registered households, we continue our style of witnessing to 
the Resurrection through our gentleness, our optimism, and our joy rooted in our love for Jesus and 
one another.  Let us continue the good work that God has begun in each of us; and using our time, 
our talent, and our financial treasure let us take Christ to the world.              God bless each of you, 
               Fr. Shaun  

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

Jeremiah 20:7-9  Jeremiah often anguished over the 

difficulty in being a prophet.  Proclaiming God’s 

message made him very unpopular.  Today we hear 

why he still felt compelled to keep on doing it. 

Romans 12:1-2  Toward the end of Paul’s letter to 

the Romans, he deals with the moral demands made 

on those who follow Christ.  In today’s reading, Paul 

reminds us that living a Christian life – which so often 

includes sacrifice – is like an act of liturgical worship 

in which we offer ourselves to God. 

Matthew 16:21-27  In today’s Gospel Jesus refers to 

Peter as an obstacle to him because of his refusal to 

accept that Jesus the Christ will suffer and be killed.  

This is the first prediction of Jesus’ Passion. 

 

Reflect:  How do you bear the burdens of this life in a 

faith-filled way? 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Terrence Brown 
Joe Campeau 
Barb Colley 
Keith Craffey 
Forest  Densmore 
Karoline DeRosia 
Donald Felic 
Norm Gregor 
Nik Hargenrader 
       Family 
Bob Hemmi 
Cathy Hobbs 
Sr. Joyce Hoile 
Kathy Jagusch 
Michael Jay 
Mary Keating 
Herb Langer 

Al Lanigan 
Declan Lowery 
Rosemary 

McCuan 
Hannah Metcalf 
Marlaine Micunek 
Bud  Nason 
Amy Marie Nick- 

Montgomery 
Stella Paweski 
Carolyn Phillips 
Lorrie Reno 
Kathy & Tony  
 Riccardi 
Marino Sarti 
Karie Schifko 
Cindy Sultana 

Julie Taylor 
Marylyn Trader 
Michelle Turner 
Dan Tuthill 
Ruth White 
Elaine Zawisa 
Tom Zremski 
Artie 
Christopher 
Darlene 
Joan 
Marian 
Mark 
Nick 
Tania 

Important Note About our Prayer List 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 6 weeks, 
at which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re-
list a name, or remove a name, please call the parish 
office at 810-229-8624.  Many people have recuperated 
so we appreciate updates in order to be current.  Thank 
You! 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

WEEK OF 8/16/20 

               Env/Cash       $10,101 
               Debt Reduction      $     195 
               EFT/Online       $  7,314 
               TOTAL                   $17,610 

Thank you for your generous support! 

Your parish contributions are appreciated and 
very important, especially during this time. 
Sunday contributions may be mailed to the 
parish office or consider setting up online giving.   

Please visit our website, www.saintmarymagdalen.org, 
click on Online Giving, Donation-Payment  

to safely set up contributions made directly  

to our parish.   

You may also contribute directly by texting the 
amount you would like to donate to  

844-928-0075.   

 
 
 
 

 

WE WELCOME ~ 

Addison Marie Lackowski, parents are Emily & 

Jason; Nora Jean Winship, parents are Stephanie & 

Andrew; Austin Brooks Zoner, parents are Lauren & 

Kyle; Olivia Grace Cogan, parents are Katie & Chris; 

Blair Virginia Murray, parents are Bridgett & David; 

Callen Matthew LaGrow, parents are Tiffany & Jack; 

and Madelyn Ray Murphy, parents are Rachel & 

Brian. 

Thank you to everyone who has 
made a gift or pledge commitment 
to our Diocesan Services 
Appeal. Your gifts to the DSA 
enable our Lansing Diocese to 
provide services crucial to our 
parish.  The programs and 
services funded by DSA offer 
direct assistance to individuals 
and families, and to parishes, 

schools, and Catholic Charities agencies.  

Thus far St. Mary Magdalen has reached 63% of 
our $106,981 DSA goal, with just over 19% of 
our St. MM families contributing. If you have not 
yet made a gift or a pledge, please consider 
making a gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.   

Thank you again for your generous support!  

  
How Do I Become Catholic? 

 
 Do I Want To Become Catholic? 

 
** If you have never been baptized. 
** If you were baptized in another Christian faith. 
** If you were baptized Catholic but did not receive 

the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or Confirmation. 
** If you are interested in finding out more about the 
 Catholic faith. 

Our first inquiry session is Monday, September 
21, 7 pm!  Call Erin Wolfe in the parish office 
(810)229-8624 ext. 176. There are no 
commitments or obligations to become 
Catholic, just the opportunity to find out more. 

Is it the Spirit of God or the spirit 
of the world driving you? 

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS YOUTH NEWS 

Official Kickoff! 
Our official high school Youth Group kickoff will be 
held on October 4. We are still finalizing plans for 
what we’ll do, but it is sure to be fun! The Youth 
Group is meeting for events in the meantime and new 
members are always welcome! Send us an email to 
join and be kept up to date on new events! 
We are in the process of updating our email contact 
list. Families of high school students interested in 
Y o u t h  G r o u p  s h o u l d  e m a i l 
youth@saintmarymagdalen.org  from the email 
address at which you would like to receive updates 
a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t s .  P l e a s e  C C 
reledasst@saintmarymagdalen.org. 

Why join Youth Group? 
Our goal in Youth Group is to form the teens of our 
parish into lifelong disciples of Christ, on fire for their 
faith. This is a lot easier to do if they have friends and 
mentors helping them along the way. Youth Group is a 
way to begin experiencing the adventure that 
discipleship is meant to be. 
Members of our youth group will have opportunities to 
make friends, serve their community, learn about their 
faith, and grow in their identities as beloved sons and 
daughters of God. We hope when our young people 
graduate high school and go off to wherever life takes 
them, they go secure in the faith that has been handed 
on to them and ready to hand it on to others. 

Announcements 

• Registration for this year’s  religious  formation  

program is available at the parish office Monday -

Thursday from 9 am - 4 pm. 

• Evening registration will take place outdoors on  

Tuesday, August 25 from 6 pm - 8 pm. 

• There is a $100/family registration fee for all families 

except those who only have children in 10th grade. 

They will only pay a $55 retreat fee. 10th grade   

families with other children in the program only 

need to pay the $100 registration fee. 

• Monday, August 31 is the final day for                    

registration.  Our online “Destined” program 

launches Sunday, September 13!  

• The 10th grade Confirmation retreat on September 

13 begins with the 9am Mass. 10th grade                 

Confirmation class will meet weekly, in person,    

outdoors after the 11am Mass. The first 10th grade 

class will be Sunday, September 20. 

Reflection 

“Do not deprive yourself of a happy day; let not 

your share of desired good pass by you.”  

(Sirach 14:14) 

Many parents we have spoken with have talked 

about the stress they are under trying to make 

decisions regarding school this Fall and about 

their own work lives. Many will be trying to work 

full time from home and lead their children 

through online or hybrid schooling as well. 

This verse reminds us not to pass up the joys of 

the  moment. Many of us are hoping for the day 

when things “go back to normal.” In the 

meantime, let’s be careful to remember that 

while that is a good thing to desire, God has 

happy days and holy moments planned for us 

here and now. As you help lead your children’s 

faith formation this year, don’t be surprised if 

God offers you a happy day to help you along! 
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FOR THE MOST UPDATED 

INFORMATION AT ST. MARY 

MAGDALEN PLEASE VISIT OUR 

WEBSITE: 

www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

 

STAFF 
Pastor ........................................ Fr. Shaun Lowery 
 pastor@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon ...........................................H. David Scharf 
 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon ......................................... James Chevalier 
 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon .............................................. Devon Wolfe 
 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Minister ......... Sr. Maryetta Churches, OP 
 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Associate for Youth Religious Formation  
& Ministry                                              Joshua Kenny
 ............................ youth@saintmarymagdalen.org 
R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism ..................... Erin Wolfe 
 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Liturgist/IT Specialist ........................ Diane Kubus 
 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Musician ...................... Steven H. Schulte 
 steve@colleengleason.com 
Director of Preschool .................... Amanda Faiola 
 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Bookkeeper ................................... Jeri Gawlowski 
 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Formation Asst. Coordinator 
Karen MacDonald . sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Formation Asst. ……………………Stasia Eisenhut 
                            reledasst@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst. ......................... Gayle Zawisa 
 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst. ......................... Sandi Phillips 
 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Facilities Maintenance ..........................................  
 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

CHARITY & JUSTICE 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HELP OUT OUR MIGRANT WORKERS! 

Migrant farm workers are now working at Buurma 
Farms near Gregory.  Many times they travel with 
nearly all their possessions and don’t have room to 
bring a lot of things we take for granted: laundry 
soap, shampoo, toothpaste, etc.  St. Mary’s in 
Pinckney has been accepting gift cards to local 
groceries and stores to pass on to these hard-
working people, that they may purchase some basic 
necessities.   
If you would like to help, feel free to drop off or send 
gift cards to our St. Mary Magdalen office and we’ll 
be sure to get them to St. Mary’s for them to 
distribute.  Thank you! 

HOPE IN A BOX NEEDS: 

MEN’S PERSONAL ITEMS INCLUDING: 
MEN'S DEODORANT 

MEN'S RAZORS 
TOOTHPASTE 

 TOOTHBRUSHES 
  SOAP 

Ignatian Spiritual Exercises 

If you would like to make the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, 
please contact Linda 
Chevalier, Spiritual Director, 
810-229-9734 or 
chevalierlinda@att.net. 

 
More information about the Exercises will be 

provided in your first conversation. 

mailto:chevalierlinda@att.net
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THE WEEK AHEAD 

Monday, August 24 
5:30 pm St. Pat’s Soccer 
6:00 pm Magdalen’s Kitchen-Carryout Only 

Tuesday, August 25 
5:30 pm St. Pat’s Soccer 
6:00 pm Religious Formation Outdoor Registration 
7:00 pm RCIA Inquiry 

Wednesday, August 26 
5:30 pm St. Pat’s Soccer 

Thursday, August 27 
5:30 pm St. Pat’s Soccer 
7:00 pm Men’s Faith Formation (pavilion) 

Saturday, August 29 
   7:30 am St. MM K of C Golf Classic-Offsite 
Sunday, August 30 
  12:45 pm Baptism 

Mystic Creek Golf Club 

One Champions Circle 

Milford, MI 48380 

7:30am Registration 

8:30am Shotgun 
Start 

18-Hole Scramble 

Saint Mary Magdalen 
 
 
 
 

$90 per person 
CONTACT: 

Dave Alfanos 586-212-3504 
alfanosd@mscdirect.com 

 
Checks Payable to: 

Knights of Columbus #12295 
2201 S. Old US 23 Hwy 

Brighton, MI  48114 
Sponsorship Opportunities Available!   
Gift and Award donations welcome! 

 

K of C will have a fifth Sunday Rosary 
August 30, after 11 am Mass, under the 

Pavilion.  Deacon Jim will lead. 

Saturday, Aug. 29, 2020 

New Weekday Liturgy Schedule  
begins week of September 14 

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday at 9:00 am 
No Liturgy on Thursday or Friday 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  
come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 

Amen. 


