
 

TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 

Witnessing to the Resurrection 

2201 South Old U.S. 23 Highway 
 

Brighton, Michigan 48114 
 

Phone: 810-229-8624 • Fax: 810-229-6471 
Preschool: 810-229-0010 

 
Website: www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

 
OFFICE HOURS 

 

Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. ........ 8:30am‒4:30pm 
Thurs. ................................ 1:00pm‒4:30pm 

 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Weekend Liturgies: 

Saturday: 4:30pm † Sunday: 9 & 11am 

Weekday Liturgies:  
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 9am,  Wed. 7pm 

Sacrament of Penance: 
Saturday: 11:30am‒12noon 

Infant Baptism: Contact Erin Wolfe. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: 

Please contact the office  
at least nine months prior to wedding date. 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2019 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

LOWERY’S LINES 

On September 13, senior members of the parish gathered for a potluck, fellowship, information on upcoming 
regional senior events, volunteer opportunities, and planning for future gatherings and ministry in the parish.  It was 
inspiring to see this group together.  These parishioners came together because of their initiative.  When I was asked if 
the seniors could have a gathering, my first thought was, “Shaun, get out of the way,” and by doing that something 
better than I could have imagined took place. 

As we continue to restructure our parish, adjust temporarily to having a smaller number of staff members, and move 
forward, we need to look back at our parish’s history.  Pastoral staff members did not single-handedly found our parish 
26 years ago.  Each of you did.  You did that by coming together and sharing ideas.  You volunteered your time, your 
abilities, and your financial support.  I feel that the role of a pastoral staff member is to empower parishioners to do 
ministry and to guide them along the way.  Pastoral staff – myself included – should be called upon as resources (and 
not as resorts), for the exercise of ministry by parishioners of all ages.  We are here to help, serve, and guide you.  We 
are here to empower you so that your faith, and your desire to express your faith in Christ through ministry, may have an 
impact on our parish and on the greater community. 

Lines of Opportunity:  Funeral Vigil Leaders 
In addition to our deacons and me, I would like to expand the number of people we can call upon to minister to 

families when they have lost a loved one, by leading the Vigil (wake) service the evening before a funeral takes place.  
This ministry requires that you be comfortable leading people in prayer, reading in front of others, empathy, and 
compassion.  If you feel this might be something the Lord has gifted you for, please reach out to me.  I will also put sign- 
up sheets out for this ministry.  A training and shadowing experience would take place prior to putting anyone into a 
regular schedule. 

Lines of Beginnings:  Religious Formation 
Our religious formation program began on September 18 & 19, and our family program begins this Sunday.  Thanks 

to all our religious formation volunteers who make this important ministry happen for our parish.  If you would like to 
assist with religious formation or learn more about the parish’s program, please contact Karen MacDonald in the parish 
office.  I will be assisting this year by leading the final Confirmation classes for our tenth graders who will be Confirmed 
by Bishop Boyea on November 23. 
Lines of Gathering:  Priests’ Convocation – September 30-October 4 

A reminder that I will be away during the weekdays for the annual Diocese of Lansing Priests’ Convocation.  
Please keep us all in your prayers. 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 
September 23, Monday 

Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Priest  
Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18  

9:00 am  John Kerr 

September 24, Tuesday  
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Lk 8:19-21 

9:00 am  Communion Service 

September 25, Wednesday: Mass of Anointing 
Ezr 9:5-9/Lk 9:1-6 

7:00 pm  + Bill Bidinger 

September 26, Thursday 
Hg 1:1-8/Lk 9:7-9  

9:00 am  + Don Burns 

September 27, Friday 
Saint Vincent de Paul, Priest  

Hg 2:1-9/Lk 9:18-22  
9:00 am  + Dave Schlueter 

September 28, Saturday  
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Lk 9:43b-45 

September 29, Twenty-Sixth Sunday 
Am 6:1a, 4-7/1 Tm 6:11-16/Lk 16:19-31  

4:30 pm Vigil  + Dorothy Aird 
9:00 am  + James Strelecki 

11:00 am  St. Mary Magdalen Parishioners 

TWENTY-SIXTH SUNDAY  

Amos 6:1, 4-7  Our first reading is from Amos, 
the prophet of social justice.  In today’s passage, 
he denounces the hollow prosperity of the rich, a 
self-indulgent life-style maintained at the expense 
of the poor. 

1 Timothy 6:11-16  In the latter years of the first 
century, when first Timothy was written, Church 
leaders were concerned that Christianity not be 
seen as opposed to the good order of society.  So, 
today’s passage pictures Paul exhorting one of his 
companions, Timothy, to lead an upright life. 

Luke 16:19-31  Here is a telling parable told on-
ly by Luke.  It is clear that we are meant to learn 
how to treat the poor. At the end of the story, we 
are told that there are no clearly stated formulas to 
live by that will secure us a place in the afterlife.  
We have “Moses and the prophets” to guide us as 
we figure out how to reconcile the gulf that sepa-
rates the self-absorbed and the indulgent from the 
disadvantaged and the destitute. 

Reflect:  With what am I self-absorbed?  Do I 
need to change? 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Diane Agius 
Sally Bixler 
Larry Buslepp 
Duane Clover 
John Davidson 
Karoline DeRosia 
Donald Felic 
Kristopher 
Golbiw 
Pearl Golbiw 
Karen Hammang 
Tom Hargrave 
Victor Hibbeln 
Mara Hinksmon 
Sr. Joyce Hoile 
Bill Hussey 
Kathy Jagusch 

Jim Kronk 
Lorraine Krupnik 
Linda Lambert 
Herb Langer 
Ron Linhart 
Aimee List 
Jean Lizak 
Gwen Maes 
Roy Mantay 
Marlaine Micunek 
Shellie Neumeier 
John Nychypor 
Stan Osdras 
Stella Paweski 
Larry Pfiel 
Charlie Rinaldi 
Ray Ruszczynski 

Lisa Shibley 
Cindy Sultana 
Paul Sultana 
Bonnie Thompson 
Renee Tolen 
Marylyn Trader 
Donald Tremel 
Michelle Turner  
Eddi Watterson 
George White 
Geraldine White 
Paul Wood 
Jennifer Yanick 
Sarah Zimmerman 
Tom Zremski 
Ellen 
Jaxson 

Important Note About our Prayer List 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 6 weeks, at 
which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re-list a name, 

or remove a name, please call the parish office at                    
810-229-8624.  Many people have recuperated so we appreci-

ate updates in order to be current.  Thank You! 

Pastor  Fr. Shaun Lowery 
pastor@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  H. David Scharf 
 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  James Chevalier 
 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  Gary Prise 
 deacon3@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  Devon Wolfe 
 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Pastoral Minister  Sr. Maryetta Churches. OP 
 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism  Erin Wolfe 
 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Liturgist/IT Specialist  Diane Kubus 
 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Pastoral Musician  Steven H. Schulte 
 steve@colleengleason.com 

Director of Preschool  Amanda Faiola 
 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Bookkeeper  Jeri Gawlowski 
 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Rel. Form. Coordinator  Karen MacDonald 
 sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Rel. Form. Asst.  Stasia Eisenhut 
     reledasst@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Gayle Zawisa 

 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Sandi Phillips 

 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Facilities & Maintenance  Dan Tuthill 

 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 

 

MASS OF ANOINTING 
will be celebrated this Wednesday, 
September 25, at 7:00 pm. All who 
have a serious or chronic illness, or are 
facing surgery are encouraged to 
attend. 

Please remember in your prayers: 

Ron Duncan & family,  

in the death of his wife and  

their mother, Denice. 

The men of St. Mary Magdalen are invited to 
attend a weekend retreat October 11-13.  
The retreat is entitled “Who do YOU say I AM” 
at St. Paul of the Cross Retreat and Conference 
Center.   For more information, contact parish-
ioner Pete Kelly: pckelly1@comcast.net or 
248.842.7704. You can register for the retreat 
online at stpaulretreat.org or by calling 313-535-
9563. 

The 5th Sunday Rosary Program 

Sponsored by the K of C 

To encourage a greater devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, your Knights are offering a great op-
portunity for all parish members to strengthen 
their faith. A Marian program of this sort can help 
all of us to better focus on the mother of God. 
To participate in this program, come and pray the 
rosary with us every “fifth” Sunday, this month, 
September 29. The rosary will take place in our 
chapel after 11:00 mass, at 12:30 pm. This 20 
minutes is not a lot of time to spend with Mary four 
or five times during the year, and might lead to 
additional time and devotion to the “Blessed Vir-
gin.” 

mailto:pckelly1@comcast.net
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YOUTH NEWS RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS 

Challenges and Blessings 
 
At the beginning of each new school and religious 
formation year come challenges and blessings.  At 
the start of each school year, families cope with the 
daily, time-management challenges of school, sports, 
scouts, dance and a multitude of other activities chil-
dren enjoy participating in.  There are late dinners, 
dinners eaten in the car on the way to events, home-
work assignments squeezed in between events and 
maybe even some clothing changes taking place in 
the car as well!  The blessings associated with all of 
the challenges come in many forms.  Whether it is a 
child mastering a new skill at school or the sense of 
unity and team spirit they feel in a sports setting or on 
the dance floor, the smile on our children’s faces and 
their sense of accomplishment thoroughly make our 
hectic lives worthwhile! 
At the start of each religious formation year we are 
often challenged and find ourselves still in need of 
volunteers for a few of our classes.  If you are  inter-
ested in finding out more about where help is needed, 
please contact Karen MacDonald in the church office or at 
sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org.  Our religious for-
mation program is blessed to have wonderful adults 
and teens who volunteer their time to teach your chil-
dren, and your children are a such a blessing to us.  
Thank you for making our Catholic faith an important 
part of your busy life. 
 
Family Program Begins Today 
Family Program classes begin today with the 9 am 
Liturgy. These families enjoy a bit of conversation 
with coffee & donuts and then gather together for 
prayer as they begin and end each session.  Wel-
come  to all our families who will participate this year! 
 
Grade 8 Sunday Class Begins Today 
Class is held from 10 am—Noon in the West Wing. 
We ask our 8th grade students to move from Mass 
directly to their classroom. 
 
10th Grade Confirmation Begins Today 
We begin our final formation sessions with our 10th 
grade candidates as they prepare for Confirmation on 
November 23.  It is our hope and prayer they contin-
ue to grow in their faith for the rest of their lives. 
 
First Eucharist Parent & Child Meeting 
September 29 at 12 pm, all families preparing for First 
Eucharist at St. Mary Magdalen will gather for a meet-
ing with Fr. Shaun. 

Rite of Consecration  
If you know of any young women contemplating reli-
gious life, please invite them to attend the Holy Mass 
of those to be Consecrated to a Life of Virginity for 
Women Living in the World on Saturday, November 
16, 2019 at 10:30am. at St. Mary Cathedral in Lan-
sing.  
Ms. Weena Isabelle Gaulin (Holy Family, Adrian) 
and Ms. Dawn Marie Hausmann (St Thomas Aqui-
nas/St John, East Lansing) will receive the Rite of 
Consecration by the Most Reverend Earl Boyea. 

As some of our youth group members were told 
through our Band App on Thursday evening, Sun-
day’s meeting was canceled. With the personnel 
movement in Youth Group happening very rapidly, 
our teen team found it best to cancel our meeting. 
During Youth Group’s normal meeting time, the Teen 
Leadership team met in the youth room with Ann 
Kehn, Mike “Cheese” Provenzano, Bill Ross, Cate 
Ross, and Hannah Riesser to discuss how we will 
handle the seemingly daunting task. 

In our meeting, we accomplished a laundry list of 
items and worked as an incredible team, one I am 
proud to say I am a part of. We discussed how our 
team would meet and plan our meetings during our 
busy student schedules. For each meeting, the team 
will select two or three of our teen leaders to plan 
and carry out the session, the other members will 
support and facilitate for the two or three leaders. 
The team also planned how we would accomplish 
our goals of putting the Youth Group name on as 
many platforms as possible, making sure everybody 
hears about and has a chance to attend. As well as 
this, we planned all our meetings through the end of 
2019. We also selected four youth events we would 
like to take part in this year. 

I can declaratively say, leaving this leadership 
meeting with miles more confidence than when I 
walked in makes a world of difference. Our team has 
found our groove, rediscovered the passion that  led 
Margaret Callaghan for 20-some odd years, and are 
truly excited for the rest of this Youth Group year. 

Our next all-youth meeting will be today,  
September 22, from 7-9pm. Join us for food, dis-
cussion, and games, as we talk about “Who am I? 
Who are You? Who are WE?”  Daniel Kehn 

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dis-
mayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen and help 
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.”  

Isaiah 41:10 NIV 
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CHARITY & JUSTICE 

Octoberfest, the major fundraiser to 
support the mission of St. Luke NEW 
Life Center in Flint, is on Sunday, Oc-
tober 13th. Lots of food, fun and 
friendship! Please consider joining in 
the fun. There will be a store featuring 
the products of the women and men at 
the Center: scrunchies, tote bags 
sewn with fabric from recycled water 

bottles, wood crates, bird houses and more. Please 
contact Ken Kuna at ken.kuna@gmail.com for tickets 
or visit our website stlukenewlifecenter.com to pur-
chase tickets on-line. We would love to see you at 
this fun event  

Magdalen’s Kitchen Sign-Up 
Names of those interested in serving at Magdalen’s 
Kitchen for all October Mondays and the first half of 
November are being accepted.  Assistant cooks, set-
up/server/clean-up, dish washing, desserts, and sub 
positions are needed.  Sign-up sheets are organized 
by date and are on the Charity & Justice table in the 
Gathering Space.  Reminder slips are available to 
remind you of your commitment.  Please list the 
email address or phone number you can be con-
tacted at.  A reminder will be sent prior to the 
date you are volunteering.  Volunteers must be mid-
dle school age or older to fill a server or dish washer 
position and 18 or older to fill an assistant cook posi-
tion. 

 

Thursday evenings  7:15 - 9:15 pm 
All adult men and women welcome! 

Please contact Jerry Sams at billlearjet@gmail.com 
or 248-882-2065 for more information. 

GRIEF SUPPORT 
Mondays at 7 pm  

At St. Mary Magdalen 

Grief can be loss of a family member, loss of a job, 
new beginnings and letting go of the past.  In the 
group, we will deal with the stages of grief, sharing 
our stories, prayer and community bonding. 

The group will meet Monday evenings, through  Nov. 
2, from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in the Chapel. 

If you would like to be a part of this group or have 
questions, call Sister Maryetta at 810-229-8624.  

WELLNESS QUOTE 
When you’ve done everything you can do, that’s 
when God will step in and do what you can’t do. 

2 Corinthians 12:10 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Can you volunteer your time to wipe the tops of the 
chairs in the Worship Space with disinfectant?  We 
need a minimum of four people to work about a half 
hour twice a month.  Please contact Mary Walker at 
810-227-7997 or mary.walk073@gmail.com if you 
are able to help. 

St Patrick Catholic Church East 

Grand River, Brighton: October 

6, 2:00 to 3:00 pm. Life Chain is 

a compassionate,     positive 

witness to the value of all LIFE!  

Respect Life Ministry 810-229-9863  

Right to Life - Livingston County 

mailto:ken.kuna@gmail.com
mailto:RTLlc@SbCglobal.net?subject=LifeChain.net%20Question
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St. Mary Magdalen 

SERVICE MINISTRY FAIR 

September 1— 22 

SIGN UP for one of these ministries in 
the Gathering Area or online: 
www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

REMEMBER if you have served on the ministry 
and would like to continue, you need to sign up again 

to renew your service for another year! 

MINISTRY AND STAFF REP 
Welcoming Team - Gayle Zawisa 

Health Professionals  - Fr. Shaun 
(also Blood Pressure and Blood Drive helpers) 
Samaritans - Funeral Lunches - Fr. Shaun 

R.C.I.A. Hospitality - Erin Wolfe 
Kitchen Keepers - Jeri Gawlowski 

Art and Environment - Diane Kubus 
Marthas—Mary Walker 

Ministers of Prayer- Sr. Maryetta 
Prayer Shawl Ministry- Sr. Maryetta 

Properties—Fr. Shaun 
Coffee and Donuts- Diane Kubus 

Special Skills– Fr. Shaun 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Monday, September 23 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  9:45 am Yoga 
  6:00 pm Magdalen’s Kitchen 
  7:00 pm Grief Support Group 
  7:00 pm RCIA Inquiry 
Tuesday, September 24 
  9:00 am Preschool 
12:15 pm Exercise and Balance 
  6:00 pm Youth Group Leadership Meeting 
  7:00 pm Boy Scouts 
  7:00 pm Catholic Biblical School of Michigan 
Wednesday, September 25 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  9:15 am MOMS Group 
  1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry 
  5:00 pm Religious Formation 
  6:30 pm Special Olympics Hockey 
  7:00 pm Mass of Anointing 
  7:30 pm Finance Council 
  7:30 pm Time & Talent 
Thursday, September  26 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  5:30 pm Religious Formation 
  7:00 pm Basic Catholic Teaching 
  7:15 pm Adult Coed Volleyball 
  7:30 pm Music Ministry 
Friday, September 27 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  9:45 am Yoga 
Saturday, September 28 
  7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 
Sunday, September 29 
  10:00 am Solemn Penance Parent & Child Meeting 
  11:00 am Baptism 
  12:30 pm K of C Fifth Sunday Rosary 
  12:00 pm  First Eucharist Parent & Child  
  Meeting 
  7:00 pm Youth Group 

Would you like to find out more  

about Catholicism? 

**If you have never been baptized or were baptized 
in another Christian faith. 
**If you were baptized Catholic but did not receive 
the Sacraments of Eucharist and/or  
Confirmation. 
**If you are interested in finding out more about the 
Catholic faith. 

Contact Erin Wolfe at (810)229-8624.  
No commitments or obligations, just the opportunity to find 

out more. 
Weekly Inquiry sessions are Mondays, 7-8:30 pm. 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

WEEK OF 9/15/19 
      Approximately 1288 people     
        participated 
Env/Cash $ 13,625 
Debt Reduction $      770 
EFT/Online $   5,810 
TOTAL   $ 20,205 

 

Part-time Caregiver Needed 

St. Mary Magdalen family needs someone to help care 
for their 13-year-old happy, social teen, who has cerebral 
palsy, is wheelchair bound and nonverbal. She enjoys 
being with people, taking walks outside, listening to music, 
learning to use her new communication device, and 
bubbles.  
Hours typically after school from 4:30 and until 6:30-8:30 
(varies), and occasionally a few hours on Saturday. One 
to three days a week. 
Contact: Catherine Pantelas CPantelas@ArtemisHRC.com 

http://www.saintmarymagdalen.org
mailto:CPantelas@ArtemisHRC.com
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MINISTERS OF PRAYER 
September 22 - 28 

Sunday Volunteer 

Monday Pete Kelly, Barb Dolkowski 

Tuesday Sophia Freni, Renee Shinska 

Wednesday Carolyn Crabbe 

Thursday Jim Hynes, Kathy Riccardi 

Friday Tara Freni 

Saturday Volunteer 

EXERCISE AND BALANCE HOUR 
-With Chair 

Tuesdays, 12:15 - 1:15 pm 

The St. Mary Magdalen Pain Sake group is 

sponsoring an Exercise and Balance Hour with a 

professional therapist. Join them on Tuesdays at St. 

Mary Magdalen. 

Dominican Sisters of Mary,  
Mother of the Eucharist: Job Positions 

A full-time Major Gift Officer Apprentice to work in their 

Mission Advancement Office in Ann Arbor, MI .  This posi-

tion offers an opportunity to train  and ultimately assuming 

responsibility for managing a portfolio of major donor pro-

spects. The desire and ability to build relationships and 

cultivate donors for the solicitation of major gifts is critical.  

A full-time Major Gift Officer to work in their Mission Ad-

vancement Office  in Ann Arbor, MI.  The ideal candidate 

will have 5-7 years of experience in all phases of fundrais-

ing, including cultivating donors, soliciting gifts and adhering 

to established stewardship guidelines.   

Travel within a designated U.S. Territory is required. Excel-

lent verbal and written communication, presentation and 

organizational skills, as well as proficiency in Microsoft Of-

fice and database systems, is necessary.  A strong commit-

ment to the Catholic Faith is essential.   

We offer a competitive salary and an excellent benefits 

package.  

To apply, e-mail a cover letter, resume, and list of refer-

ences to Pamela Hufnagel, phufnagel@sistersofmary.org.  

Application deadline: October 20, 2019. To learn more visit: 

www.sistersofmary.org 

http://www.sistersofmary.org

