
 

NATIVITY OF THE LORD DECEMBER 25, 2019 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 

Monday, December 30 
1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40 
9:00 am   + John Durbin 

Tuesday, December 31   1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18  
4:30 pm   + MaryAnna Horkan 

Wednesday, January 1 
Solemnity of Mary, The Holy Mother of God  

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
10:00 am   + Roy Mantay 

Thursday, January 2  Saints Basil the Great and Gregory  
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church 

1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28  
9:00 am   +Joseph Gajewski 

Friday, January 3 
1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34  
9:00 am   + Paul Dudley 

Saturday, January 4  Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 

Sunday, January 5   THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD  
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

4:30 pm   St. Mary Magdalen Parishioners 
9:00 am   + David Schlueter 

11:00am   + Melissa Loniewski 

LOWERY’S LINES 
Merry Christmas! 
As we gather to celebrate the birth of Jesus, I want to thank the parish staff and parishioners for the way you 
have welcomed me to St. Mary Magdalen over the past six months.  The warmth and joy of this Church 
community has been and continues to be a breath of fresh air.  You are a gift to me!  It is a privilege to be 
here as your pastor and to walk with you on our spiritual journey. 
 

A special welcome to all college students, young adults, and adult children returning home to celebrate the 
holidays!  It has been great to see so many of you back the past weekends.  We are so glad you are here, 
and so proud of all you are.  St. Mary Magdalen is always your spiritual home no matter where life takes you.  
May this season and the New Year be filled with blessings for you. 
 

Welcome as well to anyone who is visiting us for the first time, or for the first time in a while.  However the 
New Year unfolds, you are always welcome at St. Mary Magdalen.  We will welcome you regardless of your 
present status in the Catholic Church. We will welcome you regardless of your current family situation or 
marital status. We will welcome you if you are a staunch Catholic, or do not like organized religion. We will 
not judge you based upon your personal history, age, race, ethnic background, appearance, sexual 
orientation, or gender identity. We welcome children, even when they act like children. We are all on a 
spiritual journey, trying to find our way. All are welcome to join us on our spiritual journey at St. Mary 
Magdalen. 
 

New Opportunities to Grow:  FORMED & Small Groups 
Please take advantage of the subscription to FORMED.  It is free to you and provides online access to media 
that will help you on your spiritual journey.  Simply visit www.formed.org, click on “sign up,” then click on “I 
belong to a parish or organization.”  Type in St. Mary Magdalen, and follow the prompts.  Small groups will be 
forming next month to study a series from FORMED on the Eucharist.  Contact Deacon Devon for more 
information at deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org. 
 

New Opportunity to Give:  Text Contribution 
The generosity of our parishioners makes St. Mary Magdalen a special place.  We are generous with our 
time, our talents, and our financial support.  This Christmas take advantage of text giving.  On your smart 
phone, simply text the amount you would like to give to support St. Mary Magdalen to 844-928-0075.  You 
will receive a registration link.  Click the link and enter your contact and payment information.  For future 
giving, simply send a text with the amount you wish to give and it will process automatically. 
 

Peace,  Fr. Shaun Lowery 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

Isaiah 60:1-6 The last part of the book of Isaiah 
contains the words of a prophet who lived after the 
Jews returned from exile in Babylon, which is modern-
day Iraq.  They found their temple destroyed and the 
city leveled.  But with great faith the prophet envisions 
a wonderful future for Jerusalem. 

Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 The Ephesians were a 
community in which Jewish and Gentile converts lived 
side-by-side.  The author of this letter confirms that 
God’s saving grace is available to everyone, whatever 
their ethnic or religious background. 

Matthew 2:1-12 This is a long and familiar story, 
among the best known of all stories from the gospels.  
Although the Magi are depicted in a romantic setting, 
the larger point of the story is that King Herod is afraid 
of the newborn Messiah and wants him dead. 

Reflect: Following the example of the Magi, how do 
you persevere in following the Light of Christ in your 
life? 

http://www.formed.org
mailto:deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org
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THE ART OF MAKING CHRISTIANS 
At Christmas we not only celebrate the birth of Christ, 
we also celebrate His coming into our lives every day.  
More people come to church on Christmas and Easter 
than any other time during the year.  Perhaps this is 
because it is at these times we are more aware of 
God’s presence in our world and in our lives.  Maybe 
it’s an increased awareness of our personal need, our 
need for God and for a Savior.  This is the reason 
practicing Catholics come to Church every Sunday.  
It’s in response to their need for God. 

If you are not Catholic, have thought about becoming 
Catholic, or would like to know more about 
Catholicism, we invite you to come inquire.  We will 
answer any questions you may have.  “What do 
Catholics believe?”  “How do they pray?” These are 
some of the many questions people ask.  You can 
assess what being a Catholic means and what the 
Church offers .You can then decide if you would like to 
pursue it further. 

CHRISTIANS ARE MADE, NOT BORN.  Becoming a 
Christian is not automatic or instantaneous. It is a 
process that takes time.  While doctrinal 
instruction is a part of the process, the initiation of 
adults aims at changing the heart and transforming 
the spirit.  This is what conversion means.  It is not 
something that can be programmed; it happens in 
God’s own time.  It is a journey of faith that begins 
with answering your questions about faith in a way 
that leads to a life-giving faith in Christ. 

For more information about becoming Catholic, call 
Erin Wolfe at (810) 229-8624. 

Today, O Heav'ns Acclaim the Morning Star 
 
Today, O heav'ns acclaim the Morning Star  
That rises when earth's dark is at its height;  
Today announce hope's Dayspring from afar  
That quenches for all time the powers of night.  
Today, archangels, bow before the Lord,  
The Word of God in human flesh adored.  
 
Today, O earth, awake to see the light;  
Look east, the first edge of new Dawn to bless.  
Today take heart, O captive world of night;  
Arise to hail the Son of righteousness.  
Today, exult, you just, before the Lord,  
The Word of God in human flesh adored.  
 
Today, O choirs of heav'n and earth confess:  
In Bethlehem there breaks a glorious Morn.  
Today, all you redeemed, in joy profess:  
In Christ the everlasting Day is born.  
Today has come your Savior, here your Lord:  
The Word of God in human flesh adored.  

 

Text by Genevieve Glen, OSB. © 1995, The Benedictine Nuns of the Abbey of St. 
Walburga. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.  
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RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

Merry Christmas! All Advent season we challenged 
ourselves to look for God in our everyday lives. We 
reflected each week on the Gospel reading and took 
time to share His presence among us. We celebrate 
this week with the knowledge that He is always with 
us.  

Looking ahead, mark your calendar to participate in 
our annual Winter Weekend Getaway February 28-
March 1. The cost for the weekend is $100 which 
includes lodging and 5 meals. If you plan to ski at 
Caberfae Peaks, all rentals and lift tickets are extra.  

Our first meeting back in 2020 is January 5. All 
high school students are welcome to join us. We 
hope you consider making Youth Group a part of 
your New Year plans. We meet every Sunday from 
7to 9pm in the Youth Room, located by the Activities 
Entrance.  Our meetings are an opportunity for teens 
to come together to talk about God in their life, reflect 
on their faith and to recharge for the week ahead.  

If you have ideas for meeting topics, events or would 
like to be involved with our leadership team, contact  
Michael Provenzano (aka “Cheese”) at 
michaelprovenzano99@gmail.com or 734-276-1620. 

 
Magdalen’s Preschool Open House 

Saturday, January 11, 2020 
10:30 am - 12:00 pm 

 
We offer a Christian-based preschool 
program for 3, 4, and early 5 year olds.   

We invite you to come meet our preschool staff; tour 
the classrooms, Chapel, and gym play area; ask 
questions; and find out more about our exciting 
preschool program. 

Contact Amanda Faiola at 810-229-0010 for more 
information. 

A Christmas Prayer 
by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 
Loving Father, 
Help us remember the birth of Jesus, 
that we may share in the song of angels, the 
gladness of the shepherds,  
and the worship of the wise men. 
 
Close the door of hate, and  
open the door of love all over the world. 
Let kindness come with every gift  
and good desires with every greeting. 
 
Deliver us from evil by the blessing 
which Christ brings, 
and teach us to be merry with clean hearts. 
 
May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be Thy children, 
and the Christmas evening 
bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, 
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus’ sake. 
Amen. 
 

Merry Christmas! 
Stasia and I wish all our religious formation 
families, catechists and aides a very Merry 

Christmas!  May God bless you and your 
loved ones at  Christmas and always!     

Karen MacDonald 
 

Religious Formation for Grades 1 –9 
 
If you would like to enroll your children in our 
Religious Formation program, please contact Karen 
MacDonald in the church office at 810-229-8624. 

 

LIVINGSTON YOUNG ADULT  
MINISTRY 

 
The college years and beyond! 

 
A collaborative Ministry to, by, for and with 18-39 year-olds on 
behalf of the eight catholic parishes in Livingston County.  
Come be a part of social, spiritual and service opportunities 
that allow the young adult church of Livingston County to dive 
deeper and engage more fully in the life and mission of Christ. 

FIND OUT MORE AT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE: 
Livingston YAM 

mailto:michaelprovenzano99@gmail.com
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CHARITY & JUSTICE 

The Charity and Justice Ministry Team wishes  

you a blessed Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 

Thank you for all your support over the past 

year. We’ve helped many different groups with 

projects. In addition to our on-going activities like 

Magdalen’s Kitchen, the parish has helped 

people as far away as Flint and Detroit and as 

near as our local families. We are grateful for the 

support of our parishioners and their generous 

giving of their skills and time. 

If you are interested in helping, see our column 

in each Sunday Bulletin, join our monthly 

meetings at 7 pm on the second Tuesday of 

each month or contact Ken Kuna by email 

ken.kuna@gmail.com or phone 734-751-4100. 

The 5th Sunday Rosary Program 
Sponsored by the K of C 

To encourage a greater devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, your Knights are offering a great 
opportunity for all parish members to strengthen 
their faith. A Marian program of this sort can help 
all of us to better focus on the mother of God. 

To participate in this program, come and pray 
the rosary with us every “fifth” Sunday. On 
Sunday, December 29, the rosary will take 
place in our Chapel after 11:00 mass, at 12:30 
pm. This 20 minutes is not a lot of time to spend 
with Mary four or five times during the year, and 
might lead to additional time and devotion to the 
“Blessed Virgin.” 

COMMUNITY LIFE MINISTRY 

This ministry team is committed 
to enhancing the social and 
communal life of the parish 
through an assortment of 

gatherings throughout the year 
including the parish picnic. 

If you like to plan, decorate or 
attend fun events, this is the 

ministry for you! 

Join our team for the year or 
just one event—we would love to 

have you! 

Contact  
Jeri 810-229-8624 ext 148 

bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 

 

MAGDALEN’S 
KITCHEN 

Each Monday at 6:00 pm 
A Community Meal is offered at 
Saint Mary Magdalen Church 

If you are hungry:   

physically,  

socially  

or spiritually,  

you are  

invited to come. 

For more information, please contact 
the parish office by phone at  

810-229-8624  
or email 

bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 

mailto:ken.kuna@gmail.com
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor  Fr. Shaun Lowery 

 pastor@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   H. David Scharf 

 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   James Chevalier 

 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   Devon Wolfe 

 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Minister  Sr. Maryetta Churches. OP 

 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism  Erin Wolfe 

 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Liturgist/IT Specialist  Diane Kubus 

 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Musician  Steven H. Schulte 

 steve@colleengleason.com 
Director of Preschool  Amanda Faiola 

 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Bookkeeper  Jeri Gawlowski 

 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Form. Coordinator  Karen MacDonald 

 sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Form. Asst.  Stasia Eisenhut 

 reledast@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Gayle Zawisa 

 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Sandi Phillips 

 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Facilities & Maintenance  Dan Tuthill 

 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN PARISH 
2201 South Old U.S. 23 Highway 

Brighton, Michigan 48114 
 

Phone: 810-229-8624 • Fax: 810-229-6471 
Preschool: 810-229-0010 

Website: www.saintmarymagdalen.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. Tues. Wed. Fri. 8:30am‒4:30pm 
Thursday …………………1:00 pm-4:30pm 

 
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

Weekend Liturgies: 

Saturday: 4:30pm • Sunday: 9 & 11am 
Weekday Liturgies:  

Mon., Thurs., Fri.: 9am  Wed.: 7pm 
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday: 11:30am‒12noon 

Infant Baptism: Contact Erin Wolfe. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: Please contact the office  

at least nine months prior to wedding date. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Larry Buslepp 
Cathy Buel 
Olive Burbridge 
Paul Burbridge 
Barbara Chellis 
Ann Chevalier 
Terry Clark 
Hugh Conahan 
John Davidson 
Karoline DeRosia 
Tom Hargrave 
Victor Hibbeln 
Sr. Joyce Hoile 
Kathy Jagusch 
Elaine Kay 
Frances Krula 

Herb Langer 
Ron Linhart 
Gwen Maes 
Pearl Mays 
Marlaine Micunek 
Keri Miles 
Stan Osdras 
Louis Ostrowski 
Stella Paweski 
Charlie Rinaldi 
Karie Schifko 
Peggy Schmid 
Lisa Shibley 
Samantha Shibley 
Cindy Sultana 
Paul Sultana 

Marylyn Trader 
Don Tremel 
Patty Yeager 
Jennifer Yanick 
Tom Zremski 
Artie 
Bill 
Carrie 
Charlie 
Jeanette 
Kathleen 
Margie 
Mary 
Stella 

Important Note About our Prayer List 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 6 weeks, at 
which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re-list a 
name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at  
810-229-8624.  Many people have recuperated so we 
appreciate updates in order to be current.  Thank You! 

St. Mary Magdalen  
MOMS Group 

We are a place where moms 
come together for faith formation 
and friendship in a fun, Christian 
environment. We celebrate and 
appreciate moms with children of all ages, from 
newborns to adult children to grandkids and beyond. 

We meet Wednesday mornings from 9:15 am to 
11:30 am in the North Room. Childcare is provided.  

We will welcome in the New Year with our white 
elephant gift exchange and potluck on January 8. 
Our regular meetings will resume January 15 with a 
Red Cross “Friends and Family” CPR class. We 
understand that moms have incredibly busy 
schedules, so please join us when you can! 

Please direct any questions to Becky McLaughlin 
312-731-2244 or rebsmclaughlin@gmail.com 

mailto:rebsmclaughlin@gmail.com
http://cliparting.com/free-mom-clipart-22772/
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MINISTERS OF PRAYER 
December 29 - January 4 

Sunday  Jerry Dolkowski 
Monday  Bruce Dehanke 
Tuesday  Michele Sixbery 
Wednesday Gale and Pat Harris 
Thursday  Matt Kroll 
Friday  Lynn Pfaff 
Saturday  Ted Eisenhut 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Monday, December 30  Office Open 
6:00 pm   Magdalen’s Kitchen 

Tuesday, December 31  OFFICE CLOSED 
4:30 pm   Mary, Mother of God Liturgy 

Wednesday, January 1  OFFICE CLOSED 
10:00 am   Mary, Mother of God Liturgy 

Thursday, January 2   Office Open 
4:15 pm   Rosary Prayer Group 
7:00 pm   Baptism Class 
7:30 pm   Music Ministry 

Friday, January 3   Office Open 

Saturday, January 4 

Sunday, January 5 
10:10 am   New Parishioner Meeting 
12:45 pm   Baptism 

7:00 pm   Youth Group 

 

Important-2019 Year-end Contributions 
 

Please be advised that all contributions for the year 
2019 should be in the church office by December 31, 
2019 to receive credit for this tax year.   
 

Funds received after this date, will be posted to the 
year 2020.  Thank you.   

“God’s gift put man’s best dreams  

to shame.”   

             - Elizabeth Barrett Browning 


