
Continuing to Navigate the Novel Coronavirus Pandemic as a Parishioner of 
Saint Mary Magdalen, Brighton 

FAQ 

Am I obligated to come to Sunday Mass? 

No.  The obligation to attend Sunday Mass is lifted at least until May 24, 2021.   

Are there other opportunities to attend Mass during the week? 

Yes.  Mass is celebrated in the main worship space at 9am on Monday, Tuesday, 
and Wednesday.  Approximately 40 people (at most) attend. 

Can I watch Sunday Mass online or on TV? 

Yes.  You can watch our parish’s Saturday 4:30pm Mass live online, or you can 
watch the rebroadcast any time after 6:30pm on Saturday.  You may also watch 
other broadcasts of Mass on TV and from other parishes. 

I do not feel comfortable coming to Mass inside.  Can I somehow still receive 
Communion? 

Yes.  Communion is being distributed Saturdays 5:45-6:15pm, and Sundays 
12:15-12:45pm to anyone who cannot attend Mass inside.  You do not need to 
leave your car.  Simply drive up to the main entrance and a minister will serve 
Holy Communion to you through your car window.  We encourage you to watch 
the Sunday Mass online or in another format prior to receiving Holy Communion. 

Do I need to wear a face covering while attending Mass? 

Yes.   You need to make sure that both your nose and mouth are covered during 
the Liturgy, and anytime you are in any of the parish buildings.  You may briefly 
remove your covering to consume Holy Communion.  If you wear a face shield, 
you are still required to wear a face mask under the shield. 



Am I exempt from wearing face coverings while at a worship service? 

Yes, technically.  But our parish facility is unique in that it is a worship space, an 
office/employment space, a preschool/day care space, a food service space, and a 
social venue all-in-one.  Therefore, you must make sure your mouth and nose are 
covered while inside our buildings for any reason. 

Is the church cleaned between Masses? 

Yes.  The church is lightly cleaned between Masses, and regularly cleaned in 
general.  It is not currently being sanitized.  You are asked to wash or sanitize your 
hands before entering the church. 

Can a homebound relative be brought Holy Communion? 

Yes.  This is possible.  If you attend Mass and wish to bring Communion home to a 
relative, please request a pyx (container use to transport the Eucharist) prior to 
Mass.  We encourage you to stay away from sustained large gatherings of people 
(like the Liturgy) if your homebound relative has conditions which could be 
complicated by the novel coronavirus. 

If I do not feel comfortable receiving Communion at this time, is that ok?   

Yes, it is ok.  You are not obliged to receive Holy Communion except once per year 
– and that’s under normal circumstances.  You may always offer a prayer for
spiritual Communion that expresses your desire to be one with Jesus during this
time when you are not able to receive Jesus in the sacrament of the Eucharist.

Are there opportunities for me to pray privately in the church? 

Yes.  The main worship space is open to visit normally Monday-Friday from 
8:30am-4:30pm.  The Blessed Sacrament chapel is always open but limited to 2 
visitors at a time. 

Can I go to confession? 



Yes.  Individual Reconciliation (confession) is celebrated Saturdays 3-4pm outside 
on the bell tower plaza in good weather.  It is celebrated in the Holy Cross chapel 
when the weather outside is inclement.  You may also make an appointment to 
go to confession. 

What about religious formation for youth? 

Religious formation for children continues in an online format this year.  There 
will be some limited gatherings for parents and youth preparing for sacraments. 

Is the youth group meeting? 

The youth group does meet and is planning events that are either outdoor, or 
with very limited numbers of youth in our much larger meeting spaces.  They will 
practice social distancing and cover their noses and mouths. 

I miss our parish’s warmth and community.  What can I do? 

We all share this sentiment.  During the pandemic, while we are limited, we can 
still reach out to each other in a variety of ways.  Consider connecting through a 
Zoom meeting for faith sharing or even just sharing social time.  Do something 
old-fashioned:  send a card, a letter, make a phone call.  All attempts are 
remaining connected and checking in on one another are extensions of our 
parish’s welcoming environment and warmth even in the face of these more 
challenging times. 


