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OFFICE HOURS 

THE OFFICE IS CURRENTLY 
CLOSED TO THE PUBLIC 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 
8:30am‒4:30pm 

Thursday 
1pm‒4:30pm 

 
 

STAFF 
Pastor ............................................ Fr. Shaun Lowery 
 pastor@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon .............................................. H. David Scharf 
 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon ............................................ James Chevalier 
 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon ................................................. Devon Wolfe 
 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Minister ............ Sr. Maryetta Churches, OP 
 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism ......................... Erin Wolfe 
 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Liturgist/IT Specialist ............................ Diane Kubus 
 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Musician ......................... Steven H. Schulte 
 steve@colleengleason.com 
Director of Preschool ........................ Amanda Faiola 
 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Bookkeeper ....................................... Jeri Gawlowski 
 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Youth Rel. Formation Administrative Asst. 
   Karen MacDonald ... sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Formation Asst. ……………………….Stasia Eisenhut 
                              reledasst@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst. ............................ Gayle Zawisa 
 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst. ............................ Sandi Phillips 
 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Maintenance ............................................ Dan Tuthill 
 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

MAY 3, 2020 THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 
Weekend Liturgy: 

LIVESTREAM ON SATURDAY AT 4PM 
www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

Infant Baptism: Call Erin Wolfe. 
Sacrament of Matrimony: Please contact the office  

at least nine months prior to wedding date. 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

LOWERY’S LINES    
 
Happy Easter!  He is Risen!  ALLELUIA! 

 
Our time apart continues, but so does our Easter season.  This fourth Sunday of Easter is sometimes 

called “Good Shepherd Sunday”.  Each year we hear a different account of the gospel describing Jesus as 
the Good Shepherd.  It’s a great Sunday to pray especially for all who lead the Church, and for all laity who 
professionally contribute to pastoral work and Church administration.  I am particularly grateful to each 
member of our parish staff whose support and dedication inspires me. 

  All of us have had to become creative about how we stay connected and stay safe while staying at 
home.  I want to encourage you to use any technology that you are comfortable with to reach out to others.  
For some of us that means using the landline phone, for others it is texting or video calling someone from a 
smartphone.  For some staying connected is a video conference gathering friends, or faith sharing groups, or 
families.  For others, staying connected is just a wave to a neighbor from our doorway.  Please continue both 
to stay safe and to stay connected however you do it. 

 
The search for a full-time minister to oversee youth religious formation and ministry continues.  Even 

during the past couple weeks I have been receiving resumes.  Once we are able to gather in small groups, I 
will meet with the parishioners who make up the search team for this ministry position and we will begin 
interviews.  Please pray God helps us to find the best person for our youth, their formation, and their 
development here at our parish. 

 
Some of you have asked how I am doing.  I will be honest it is weird celebrating Eucharist by myself 

during the weekdays, and with only Steve and Diane on the weekend Live Stream broadcast of the Liturgy.  I 
have been trying to avoid social media platforms for a long time, but now I find myself using it to offer daily 
reflections in place of a daily homily I’d offer at weekday Mass.  There are other things too that just feel so 
different.  But I am trying to focus on where God is in the things that feel different, scary, and just plain upside 
down.  I encourage you to do the same.  Spend some time each day pin-pointing one way God touched you, 
either individually or as a household.  It does not have to be extraordinary.  It is in the ordinary actions, 
moments, and events that we receive from the hand of our Good Shepherd the daily bread that we need to 
live as his disciples.   

 
God bless each of you.         
Peace, Fr. Shaun 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

Acts 6:1-7 In Jerusalem at the time of Christ, some 
Jewish people spoke Greek, others spoke Aramaic, 
and they each went to their own synagogues.  It 
appears that the Apostles were among those who 
spoke Aramaic.  In today’s reading, we will hear some 
of the problems this created in the Christian 
community and how these were addressed. 

1 Peter 2:4-9  The first letter of Peter was written to a 
Christian community that felt alienated from their 
pagan neighbors.  Today the author reminds them 
that they belong to a special group of people, the 
people of God. 

John 14:1-12 
Today there is a link between the second reading 
from Peter and the Gospel of John.  The images 
shared are those of buildings.  Peter’s letter speaks of 
stones, cornerstone, and a rock.  The Gospel 
mentions “dwelling places,” and the places that Jesus 
promises to prepare for his followers. 

Reflect:  How would you describe Jesus as a path for 
your life? 

THIS WEEK’S READINGS AND INTENTIONS 

May 4, Monday  
Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18 

+ Joe Meyer 

May 5, Tuesday  
Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30 

May 6, Wednesday 
Acts 12:24-13:5a/Jn 12:44-50 

+ Melissa Loniewski  

May 7, Thursday  
Acts 13:13-25/Jn 13:16-20 

+ Keith Dunn and Jan Jandasek  

May 8, Friday  
Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6 

+ Gwen Maes  

May 9, Saturday 
Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14 

May 10, Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

The People of St. Mary Magdalen 
All Our Mothers, Living & Deceased 
All Our Mothers, Living & Deceased 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Important Note About our Prayer List 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 6 weeks, at 
which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re-list a 
name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at  
810-229-8624.  Many people have recuperated so we 
appreciate updates in order to be current.  Thank You! 

Pastor   Fr. Shaun Lowery 
pastor@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  H. David Scharf 
 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  James Chevalier 
 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Deacon  Devon Wolfe 
 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Pastoral Minister  Sr. Maryetta Churches. OP 
 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism  Erin Wolfe 
 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Liturgist/IT Specialist  Diane Kubus 
 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Pastoral Musician  Steven H. Schulte 
 steve@colleengleason.com 

Director of Preschool  Amanda Faiola 
 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Bookkeeper  Jeri Gawlowski 
 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Rel. Form. Coordinator  Karen MacDonald 
 sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 

Rel. Form. Asst.  Stasia Eisenhut 
               reledasst@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Gayle Zawisa 

 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Sandi Phillips 

 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Facilities & Maintenance  Dan Tuthill 

 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

PASTORAL STAFF 

Pat Bessesen 
Sue Binder 
Tom Bixler 
Larry Buslepp 
Scott Corey 
Karoline DeRosia 
Barbara Furlong 
Gene Golbiw 
Dorothy Guidos 
Lauren Hahn 
Sr. Joyce Hoile 
Kathy Jagusch 
Alan Laginess 
Herb Langer 
Nancy LePage 
Ron Linhart 
 

Declan Lowery 
Michael Marr 
Bridget Marshall 
Hannah Metcalf 
Clarence O’Leary 
Stan Osdras 
Stella Paweski 
Taylor Pellerito 
Carolyn Phillips 
David Proctor 
Kathy & Tony  
 Riccardi 
Marino Sarti 
Dave Scharf 
Karie Schifko 
Peggy Schmid 
 

Theresa & Bob 
 Smith 
Cindy Sultana 
Julie Taylor 
Marylyn Trader 
Elaine Zawisa 
Tom Zremski 
Artie 
Bob 
Diane 
Jeanette 
Kristine 
Laurie 
Margie 
Peggy 

MINISTERS OF PRAYER 
May 3—May 9 

Sunday Dennis Wagener 
Monday Valerie Maravolo 
Tuesday Barb and Joe Kowal  
  Dawn and Bob Gustitus 
Wednesday Diane Olsem 
Thursday Pat and Bob Metz  
  Anna DeMonaco 
Friday Marilyn and Dan VanTiem  
  Mary Jo Cubr 
Saturday Volunteer 

 
WATCH ST. MARY MAGDALEN WEEKEND 

LITURGIES ONLINE! 
 

Livestream Saturdays at 4 pm or 

available after 6:30pm Saturdays at 

www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

Look for the Video Link. 

God is in the world,  

as poetry is in the poem. 
 

      ~Mark Oakley 

 

Please remember in your 
prayers: 

The family of Charles Rinaldi. 

 



ST. MARY MAGDALEN BRIGHTON, MI 

 

YOUTH NEWS RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS  

FOR THE MOST UPDATED 

INFORMATION AT ST. 

MARY MAGDALEN PLEASE 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

 
While Youth Group is 
unable to meet, there 
are still plenty of 
opportunities to 
connect faithfully with 
other youth in our 
community! Through 

our Band app and Zoom meetings we have 
managed to see friendly faces and talk about our 
experiences during this tenuous time. If you are 
interested in joining the Band app, please contact 
Ann Kehn (annkehn@gmail.com). 
 

Project YM - Sundays @ 8pm 
Also, collaborating Diocese across Michigan have 
created a weekly program called ProjectYM Live! 
Every Sunday at 8pm Eastern, Youth can join the 
broadcast, have fun, listen to inspirational speakers, 
and worship together. You can log on and watch live 
at PROJECTYM.COM/WATCH  
Stay Safe! 
 

DEARBORN MEAT 
ORDERS DELIVERY 

MAY 6 
 

If you placed an order for DEARBORN 
MEATS through the Youth Group, thank you! 
Your order will be delivered to your home 
Wednesday, May 6.  Phone contact will be 
made Monday, May 4 to set up best time for 
drop off. 
 

Proceeds earned from this fundraiser will help to 
lower the cost for our summer service trip.  

 
Thank you for supporting our youth! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This weekend was set to be a very memorable one.    
Our First Eucharist Liturgies were scheduled for April 
25, May 2 and May 3.  At those Liturgies, our  forty-
eight first communicants who have been preparing all 
year, would have received the body and blood of Jesus 
for the first time.  Unfortunately, for now, they must 
patiently wait for the ability to safely come together 
to celebrate the sacrament.  Please lift up all our First 
Eucharist families in prayer during their time of       
patient waiting.  We will “make it” to First Eucharist 
soon, and  look forward to celebrating this joyous 
occasion with our candidates, their family and our 
parish family! 
 
 

 
          9th Grade Reflection 
        Jesus’s question to Peter,  
       “Who do  you say I am?” 
 

Just before the church closed due to 
the pandemic, the formation bulletin 
board in the gathering area was 
updated to feature quotes from our 

9th grade Confirmation candidates on their Jesus 
reflection assignment.  Last weekend the bulletin  
featured several quotes.  Following are a few more I 
would like to share: 

“Jesus wasn’t a great teacher; He was the greatest teacher.  He 

wasn’t a great prophet; He was the greatest prophet.  Most  

importantly, Jesus was the Messiah and creator of the world.” 

“The Jesus question, or the question of who we believe Jesus 

is, is one of the most important questions of our faith.” 

“Jesus is love.  Jesus is the good in the world.  Jesus 

is the person who guides us through our life; he 

heals and    protects us.  Jesus has a plan for you, all 

you have to do is listen and follow it.”     

mailto:annkehn@gmail.com
http://PROJECTYM.COM/WATCH
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CHARITY & JUSTICE WELLNESS MINISTRY 

 Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 
for you.                                                    1 Peter 5:7  
 

Anxiety, Stress and Burnout, oh my!  
 
While some stress and anxiety is normal, too much 
can affect your mental, physical and spiritual health. 
What are some ways you can improve your 
balance?  
 Take a break from the news or social media. 

Take some screen-free time.  
2) Accept that you cannot control everything. 
Put your stress in perspective: is it as bad as you 
think?  
3) Do your best. Instead of aiming for perfection, 
which is not possible, be  
proud of however close you get.  
4) Maintain a positive attitude. Make an effort to 
replace negative thoughts with positive ones.  
5) Learn what triggers your anxiety. Is it work, 
family, school, or something else you can identify? 
Write in a journal when you are feeling stressed or 
anxious, and look for a pattern.  
6) Limit alcohol and caffeine. Alcohol and caffeine 
can aggravate anxiety and trigger panic attacks. 
Instead, drink water.  
7) Eat well-balanced meals. Do not skip any meals 
and always keep healthy, energy-boosting snacks 
on hand.  
8) Get enough sleep. When stressed, your body 
needs additional sleep and rest. It is important to 
get 8 hours of sleep per night!  
9) Exercise daily. Exercising can help you feel 
good and maintain your health  
10) Take deep breaths. Inhale and exhale slowly 
throughout the day when you are feeling stressed.  
11) Slowly count to 10. Repeat, and count to 20 if 
necessary.  
12) Give back to your community. Volunteer or 
find another way to be active in your community, 
which creates a support network and gives you a 
break from everyday stress.  
13) Take a time out. Pray, listen to music, 
meditate, get a massage, or learn relaxation 
techniques. Stepping back from problems helps 
clear your head.  
14) Get help online. If you are struggling with 
stress and anxiety in your life, consider taking a 
mental health screen. Screening is an anonymous, 
free and private way to learn about your mental 
health. www.mhascreening.org.  
15) Talk to someone. Tell friends and family you 
are feeling overwhelmed, and let them know how 
they can help you. Talk to a physician or therapist 
for professional help.  
 
Information courtesy of Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America: aada.org 

HOW CAN I 

HELP?  

 

HOPE IN A BOX 
RETURNS 

 
The Flint Center for Hope is in desperate need of 

basic items, such as:  
Deodorant  
Hand soap  
Dish soap   

Laundry soap.  
 
We will have the bins out at the front doors 
Monday-Friday, 8:30 am—3:30 pm  for  drop-off 
donations  Also, monetary donations can be made 
to:  
https://catholiccharitiesflint.org/center-for-hope  

 

GLEANERS DONATIONS 
A bin for Gleaners donations will also be out 
during this time.  You can donate items for 
Gleaners here, or directly at their location—5924 
Sterling Drive in Genoa Township.  To make a 
monetary donation please visit:   www.gcfb.org 
  

BOUNTIFUL HARVEST PANTRY 
To directly help in Brighton, please visit https://
www.bountifulharvest-mi.org/  and click on 
Donate.  Or drop off at their Brighton location at the 
Brighton Methodist Church-follow the signs. 
  

  
Here at St. Mary Magdalen, our Magdalen’s 
Kitchen feeds approximately 65 people every 

Monday.  During this time it is carry-out only. Meals 
are prepared by St. Mary Magdalen volunteers.  If 
you can, please consider a monetary donation to 
Magdalen’s Kitchen to help cover food costs.  This 
can be a check sent to St. Mary Magdalen, 
specifying Magdalen’s Kitchen or an online giving 
option on our St. MM website.   
  
On our website Online Giving, along with donations 
for Magdalen’s Kitchen, is Alms donations, which 
go to help those who call our office and are in need 
of shelter, transportation and food.  Your help is 
greatly appreciated!    
 

THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO! 

 Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares 
for you.                                                    1 Peter 5:7  
 

Anxiety, Stress and Burnout, oh my!  
 
While some stress and anxiety is normal, too much 
can affect your mental, physical and spiritual health. 
What are some ways you can improve your 
balance?  
 Take a break from the news or social media. 

Take some screen-free time.  
 Accept that you cannot control everything. 

Put your stress in perspective: is it as bad as 
you think?  

 Do your best. Instead of aiming for perfection, 
which is not possible, be proud of however close 
you get.  

 Maintain a positive attitude. Make an effort to 
replace negative thoughts with positive ones.  

 Learn what triggers your anxiety. Is it work, 
family, school, or something else you can 
identify? Write in a journal when you are feeling 
stressed or anxious, and look for a pattern.  

 Limit alcohol and caffeine. Alcohol and 
caffeine can aggravate anxiety and trigger panic 
attacks. Instead, drink water.  

 Eat well-balanced meals. Do not skip any 
meals and always keep healthy, energy-
boosting snacks on hand.  

 Get enough sleep. When stressed, your body 
needs additional sleep and rest. It is important 
to get 8 hours of sleep per night!  

 Exercise daily. Exercising can help you feel 
good and maintain your health  

 Take deep breaths. Inhale and exhale slowly 
throughout the day when you are feeling 
stressed.  

 Slowly count to 10. Repeat, and count to 20 if 
necessary.  

 Give back to your community. Volunteer or 
find another way to be active in your community, 
which creates a support network and gives you 
a break from everyday stress.  

 Take a time out. Pray, listen to music, meditate, 
get a massage, or learn relaxation techniques. 
Stepping back from problems helps clear your 
head.  

 Get help online. If you are struggling with 
stress and anxiety in your life, consider taking a 
mental health screen. Screening is an 
anonymous, free and private way to learn about 
your mental health. www.mhascreening.org.  

 Talk to someone. Tell friends and family you 
are feeling overwhelmed, and let them know 
how they can help you. Talk to a physician or 
therapist for professional help.  

 
Information courtesy of Anxiety and Depression 
Association of America: aada.org 

https://catholiccharitiesflint.org/center-for-hope
https://www.gcfb.org/
https://www.bountifulharvest-mi.org/
https://www.bountifulharvest-mi.org/
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT  

WEEK OF 4/26/20 

  
       Env/Cash        $10,464 
       Debt Reduction        $     540 
       EFT/Online        $  8,779 
       TOTAL        $19,783 

 

Your parish contributions are appreciated 
and very important, especially during this 
time. Sunday contributions may be mailed to 
the parish office. Now might be a good time 
to consider setting up online giving.  Please 
visit our website, www.saintmarymagdalen.org, 
click on Online Giving, Donation-Payment to 
safely set up contributions made directly to 
our parish.  You may also contribute directly 
by texting the amount you would like to 
donate to 844-928-0075.  Thank you for your 
support.  

HOPE IN A BOX NEEDS: 

Deodorant 

Hand Soap 

Laundry Soap 

Dish Soap 

THE WEEK AHEAD 

ALL LITURGIES AND NON-ESSENTIAL 
ACTIVITIES ARE CANCELLED THROUGH  

MAY 15. 

 
Monday, May 4 

6:00 pm Magdalen’s Kitchen-Carryout only 

Thank you to everyone who has 
made a gift or pledge commitment 
to our Diocesan Services Appeal! 
Our gifts to DSA enable our 
diocese to provide services crucial 
to our parish.  The programs and 
services funded by DSA offer direct 
assistance to individuals and 
families, and to parishes, schools, 
and Catholic Charities agencies.   

If you have not yet made a gift or a pledge, you 
may submit your gift online at 
www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa.   

After 7 weeks we have reached almost 30% 
of our DSA goal.  Thus far, 158 families have 
contributed to this year’s appeal.  Thank you 
for your generous support! 

Magdalen’s  
Kitchen 

and 
Alms 

Please remember Magdalen’s Kitchen                 
and Alms during this health crisis. 

You can donate online under                           
“online giving” on our website. 

www.saintmarymagdalen.org 

Adult Confirmation Classes  

 

Are you an adult or high 

school student who would 

like to receive the 

Sacrament of Confirmation? 
 

 

If so, you are invited to contact Erin Wolfe, 
R.C.I.A. Coordinator at Saint Mary Magdalen. 

 
Call 810-229-8624 Ext. 176 

 or email 
baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org  

 
 

 

III  Shannon Butwill & Michael Kovanda 
I   Tegan Chesney & Nick Burkhardt  

http://www.dioceseoflansing.org/dsa
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Those who are unable to make sacramental Communion with Christ by 
participating in the Eucharist, can express the desire to receive Him in their spirit 

with these words that help to make spiritual communion with Him.  
 

The Spiritual Communion 
 

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the  

Most Holy Sacrament of the Altar. 

I love You above all things, 

and  desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  I embrace You as if You  

were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. 

 
Amen. 


