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ALL THINGS CONSIDERED 
THE EPIPHANY The Christmas season is 
traditionally celebrated for 12 days (as in the carol 
The Twelve Days of Christmas).  It begins December 
25 and ends with the last, and greatest, celebration 
on the twelfth day -- January 6 -- Feast of the Epiphany. 
 The word Epiphany comes from the Greek, 
meaning revelation, and the feast celebrates the 
revelation of God’s presence among us in Christ 
Jesus.  In the west, we celebrate the first epiphany of 
the Lord, when the magi who came from the east – 
those wise ones who followed the star -- and found 
Christ!  But, there are actually many epiphanies of 
the Lord in the Gospels; each reveals a deeper truth.   
 In the Eastern Christian Churches (especially 
the Orthodox Churches), they celebrate the Baptism 
of the Lord Jesus as the great epiphany or revelation. 
 Another epiphany is Jesus’ first miracle at the 
Wedding Feast at Cana.  Jesus revealed the truth of 
who he truly was by changing the water into wine. 

Jesus’ birth, life, death, resurrection and 
ascension are all epiphanies -- revelations leading us 
to a deeper understanding of who Jesus is and what 
he means to us and our world.    

The Eucharist is the on-going epiphany of the 
Lord who comes to us in the form of bread and wine, 
to live within us so that all who receive him will grow 
to become like him. Then we, in turn, become an 
epiphany – a revelation of Christ to our sisters and 
brothers. 
CUTTING A DEAL Last weekend, I mentioned that I 
spoke with the chief financial officer of the diocese to 
see if we could arrange a deal on our mortgage.  It is 
something we have talked about in our parish 
Finance Council for years.  He listened to my 
proposal and took it to his advisors and the Diocesan 
Finance Council.   
 Over the next six years, we owe $2.2 million 
plus 5% simple interest.   

I asked for an 18 month moratorium on the 
interest.  Which would mean that every dollar we pay 
on our mortgage would go to pay down the principal!  

On our part, we would find ways to trim the 
budget for the rest of this year and make even 
greater economies in next year’s budget.  Then we 
can increase our monthly mortgage payments.   

With the money still to come from the Witness 
to Hope Campaign, no interest to pay and increased 
mortgage payments, we could pay off the debt 
almost three years early! 
 I know the Loan Committee thought it was a 
good idea, but I have not yet heard from the 
Diocesan Finance Council.  I will keep you informed! 

                                             Fr. Dave Howell 

Wonderful Family Memories -Mary Beth Potrykus 
Steven, Clint, Hannah, and I attended another Catholic 
Church prior to becoming parishioners at St. Mary Magda-
len. For many reasons, we felt we needed a change. I 
“interviewed” my friends who belonged to churches of oth-
er religions. No one provided a compelling reason to join 
their church. Also, Hannah was looking forward to making 
her First Communion. So, we gave St. Mary Magdalen a try. 

The new Parishioner Meeting was incredible! I remember 
the room being full of new parishioners. When asked what 
prompted us to join St. Mary Magdalen, Steven provided 
a profound answer. I sure wish I would have recorded it. 
No other Catholic Church we have attended offered a 
New Parishioner meeting. This is one of the things that 
places our church apart from other Catholic churches. 

From the first mass in 2004, Clint and Hannah recalled Fr. 
Dave’s Homily after mass. Granted it wasn’t the entire 
homily, but they remembered the focus of it and what it 
meant to them. This did not happen at our previous church. 

After we joined, Clint asked if he could be an altar server.-
This was coming from a boy who wasn’t big on being in 
front of his class, much less a congregation at church. 
Clint made his penance and communion at our previous 
church, so Deacon Dave welcomed him to being an altar 
server. I was so proud of my son (I still am). When Han-
nah was old enough, she became an altar server as well. 

A memorable homily was when Fr. Dave was speaking of 
the blind man who Jesus cured and he was able to see. 
But what segued into this was Fr. Dave sharing about the 
Three Stooges, and he was a big fan. The one episode 
was Larry saying “I can’t see, I can’t see” and Moe replied 
“What’s the matter?” Larry said “I got my eyes closed.” 
Well Steven is a big Three Stooges fan and this resonat-
ed with him as well as my two kids. Everyone at mass had 
a hearty laugh. 

In the third grade, Hannah had to interview a non-family 
member. She chose Fr. Dave. Of course, she asked him 
who his favorite Stooge of the Three Stooges was. I was 
very impressed that she chose Fr. Dave (to be honest, 
she was nervous). This speaks volumes of how Fr. Dave 
relates to the children in our church. 

My dad lived in Hartland and attended the same church 
we did prior to joining St. Mary Magdalen. Although he 
was a creature of habit, he eventually became a parish-
ioner at St. Mary Magdalen. Fr. Dave presided over his 
funeral mass and, of course, honored my father with kind 
and loving words. This meant so much to me. 

During the course of the years at St. Mary Magdalen, my 
family has been involved: Clint and Hannah helped out at 
JWJ; I was a Religious Ed Teacher, was a previous mem-
ber of Time and Talent Council, am currently on the Pas-
toral Council, and am a Eucharistic Minister; Steven is a 
member of the Knights of Columbus. 

We look forward to mass and are happy to be parishion-
ers for 14 years. I’m grateful to be a part of a welcoming 
and nurturing parish. 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
This passage from the book of Isaiah begins with 
God calling the prophet to encourage the Jewish 
people in exile.  He is to tell them that they will be 
returning home soon, and the road of the return will 
pass through the desert.  We will also hear God call 
the people to proclaim from a mountaintop the 
goodness of God. 

Titus 2:11-14, 3: 4-7 
The letter to Titus was written about 30 years after 
Paul’s death, and was written in his name, a prac-
tice common in the ancient world.  Titus was a trav-
eling companion of Paul, and later was in charge of 
a Christian community on the island of Crete.  The 
verses we are about to hear are also read at Masses 
on Christmas. 

Luke 3:15-16, 21- 22 
Today we celebrate the humanity and the divinity of 
Jesus – the manifestation to all the world, in a public 
way, that “Here is the Messiah God has promised 
through the ages.  Here is my servant in whom I am 
well pleased.”  The voice that comes from heaven is 
meant for all to hear. 

 
Reflect:  What expectations do you have of the 
Messiah? 

 

THIS WEEK’S LITURGIES 

January 7, Monday 
1 Jn 3:22-4:6/Mk 4:12-17, 23-35 
 9:00 am + Keith Dunn and Jan Jandasek 
January 8, Tuesday 
1 Jn 4:7-10/Mk 6:34-44 
 9:00 am   Communion Service 
January 9, Wednesday 
1 Jn 4:11-18/Mk 6:45-52 
 7:00 pm + Elizabeth Bjarnesen 
January 10, Thursday 
1 Jn 4:19-5:4/Lk 4:14-22 
 9:00 am +  Bonnie Pinter 
January 11, Friday 
1 Jn 5:5-13/Lk 5:12-16 
 9:00 am + Jerry G. Crandon 
January 12, Saturday 
1 Jn 5:14-21/Jn 3:22-30 
January 13, Sunday, The Baptism of the Lord 
Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7/Lk 3:15-16, 21-22 
  4:30 pm Vigil  + Patrick Doyle 
  9:00 am      St. Mary Magdalen 
11:00 am  + Thomas McSweeney 

SAINT MARY MAGDALEN PARISH 
2201 South Old U.S. 23 Highway 

Brighton, Michigan 48114 
 

Phone: 810-229-8624 • Fax: 810-229-6471 
Preschool: 810-229-0010 

Website: www.saintmarymagdalen.org 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday‒Thursday .................. 8:30am‒8:30pm 
Friday …………………….…………….8:30am-4:30pm 

 
SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION 

Weekend Liturgies: 
Saturday: 4:30pm • Sunday: 9 & 11am 

Weekday Liturgies: Mon., Thurs., Fri.: 9am Wed.: 7pm 
Sacrament of Penance: Saturday: 11:30am‒12noon 

Infant Baptism: Contact Erin Wolfe 
Sacrament of Matrimony: Please contact the office  

at least nine months prior to wedding date. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE SICK 

John Babcock 
Lee Barker 
Nicholas Barr 
Marilyn Bitterle 
Caitlin Bohlen 
Taylor Brake 
Larry Buslepp 
Nancy Carr 
Michael Columbus 
Georgette De-  
 Monaco 
Cienna Ditri 
Rosemary Gamble 
Julie Glasgow 
David Grinnell 
Michael Harrah 
Jill Hibbeln 
Elaine Kay 
Dorothy Koprowicz 

Herb Langer 
Gwen Maes 
Jean Mayer 
Hogan McCuan 
Joey McMullen 
Steven Micunek 
Bob Monforton 
Diane Morrison 
Wilma Murphy 
Anne O’Hara 
Stan Osdras 
Nathan Ostrowski 
Richard Rumpz 
Henry Schandevel 
Dave Scharf 
Margie Sharpy 
Ron Sherman 
Paul Sultana 
Emma Thompson 

Marylyn Trader 
Karen Turner 
Michelle Turner 
Ed Walblay 
Eddi Waterson 
Lynn Weggins 
Geraldine White 
Jennifer Yanick 
Tom Zremski 
Abbey 
Andrea 
Annabelle 
Brenda 
David 
Diane 
Jeannette 
John 
Shea 

Important Note About our Prayer List 

The names of the sick will run in this column for 6 weeks, at 
which time they will be removed.  To add a name, re-list a 
name, or remove a name, please call the parish office at 810-
229-8624.  Many people have recuperated so we appreciate 
updates, in order to be current.  Thank You! 

Please remember in your 
prayers: 

The family of Barbara Hackett. 

Julie Hogland and family in the 
death of her mother, Judy Wanke. 
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YOUTH NEWS 

Margaret Callaghan 

RELIGIOUS FORMATION NEWS 

Roxanne Hundsrucker 

All high school youth are invited to come to 
youth group.  We meet in the youth room 7- 9 pm.  
Our meetings this month will be on January 6, 13 an 
27.  Come and join us!  
 
Looking ahead, mark your calendar to participate in 

our annual Winter Weekend Getaway Jan-

uary 18-20. The cost for the weekend is $100 which 
includes lodging and 5 meals. If you plan to ski, all 
rentals and lift tickets are extra.  See me to reserve 
your spot or email me at yminister1@gmail.com. 
 

EDGE for 6th, 7th and 8th graders 

We are off now until we meet again on January  the 

14 and 28!   

WINTER ALPHA  

“Come and you will see.”  Jn 1:39 

Enjoy a simple meal, a short video ex-

ploring our Christian faith and an opportunity to 

share thoughts and ask questions in a small group. 

Sessions begin soon! 

Tuesday evenings, January 8, 6:30-8:30 pm 

Thursday mornings, January 10, 10 am - noon 

Registration forms are in the Gathering Space, or 

register online at www.saintmarymagdalen.org and 

click on ALPHA, or send an email to Jo Hofsess at 

alpha@saintmarymagdalen.org. 

Space is limited; please register early.  Childcare is 

available. 

7 Super Dates! 
BEGINNING JANUARY 11 

THE PERFECT GIFT FOR YOUR 
SPOUSE! 

7 Date Nights with candlelit dinner for two,  
catered from area restaurants. 

Friday evenings, 6:30 - 8:45 pm. Each evening has 
a short video to spark meaningful conversation with 
your spouse.  Childcare is available.  Register in 
the Gathering Space or call the office at 810-229-
8624.  $225 per couple (less than $35 per date). 

St. Patrick School will hold an 
Open House on January 27, 2019 
from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.  Please stop 
by to tour the school at 1001 
Charles Orndorf Drive, Brighton. 

Today we celebrate The Epiphany of the Lord 
“Twelfth Night, Theophany, or Three Kings Day.”  
We chalk the entry way into our homes as a symbol 
meaning “May Christ bless the house.” 
20+C+M+B+19 the 20 in the beginning and the 19 at 
the end represent the year, and the letters represent 
the Magi whom are Caspar, Melchior and Balthazar. 
They came to visit Jesus at his first home. 

Upcoming Events 
Rite of Enrollment for the sacraments of First Eucha-
rist and Solemn Penance will be next  weekend. The 
Rite for First Eucharist Candidates will be on Satur-
day, January 12 during the 4:30 Liturgy. The Rite for 
our Solemn Penance participants will be on Sunday, 
January 13, at 9 am Liturgy. If you have multiple chil-
dren, you only need to attend one Liturgy and bring 
forward both children.  Remember to bring your chal-
ice or cross with your first and last name on the front. 
 
Just a reminder about snow days: Since i t  i s  
January, it is a good time to remind you of our snow 
policy. If Brighton area schools are cancelled due to 
bad weather, our Religious  Formation classes will 
also be cancelled. When  Religious Formation is can-
celled during the school day, we will notify each fami-
ly by email. (We are no longer using the automated 
phone calling system.) If you have a change of email 
or phone (cell) numbers, let Karen in the office know.  
 
Annual Pet Food Collection  
Our first grade classes will begin collecting pet food 
for needy dogs and cats for the Livingston Area Pet 
Pantry. Our donations will help the needy and elderly 
that might not have enough means to feed their pets. 
Look for the decorated collection bins in the parish 
Gathering Area. You can donate grocery store or 
Target gift cards too.  



THE EPIPHANY JANUARY 6, 2019 

 

OF FAITH AND SERVICE 

Sr. Joyce Hoile, OSF 

Catholics Returning Home 
Come Tuesday evening, January 22, at 7 pm to meet 
with Sister Joyce and her team to talk about returning 
to regular participation in the Catholic Church.  We will 
attend to your questions and concerns, meeting you 
where you are in your faith, and guide you into the 
next steps.  Please call the office to register. Consider 
bringing a friend. 

The Catholicism Series 
Change in Dates:  Beginning Thursday, January 31- 
April 4, 7 pm – 8:45 pm for 10 weeks, we will experi-
ence a spectacular review of the Catholic Faith.  
Father Robert Barron’s (now Bishop Barron) video 
series takes us to places of origin and gives us a fresh 
view of our beliefs.   
Please call the office or sign-up in the gathering space 
to register for the first session.  Since each week has 
its own topic, you may attend any or all sessions.   

50 + Seniors Lunch Bunch 
We will meet Wednesday, January 23, 10 am - 1 pm 
to continue discussion of the book Aging Starts in 
Your Mind.  Sr. Joyce has two additional books for 
anyone interested in obtaining a copy. 

School for Discipleship 
Father Dave will be teaching The Gospels for 5 
Monday evenings at 7 pm, February 4 –to  March 4.  
There is a Sign up Sheet in the Gathering area for 
this Course. 

Fr. Dave’s Book Discussion 
Father Dave will facilitate discussion of the book:  
The Angry Christian in February.  It is a Bible-based 
Strategy to Care for and Discipline a Valuable Emo-
tion.  Sr. Joyce has 10 copies of the book left after 
those who have already received theirs..  Father 
Dave will hold the discussion on Friday, February 8 
and the 22 at 7 pm. 
          Sr. Joyce 

FAMILY FUN NIGHT 
AT THE MOVIES! 

January 19 at 6 pm 
Come to the Drive-In Movies! 

 
Make your own cardboard box car to sit in during the 
movie.  Look for examples in the Gathering Area 
soon. 
Macaroni and cheese and sloppy joes will be served. 
Please bring a snack or dessert to share! 

 

Thursday evenings  7:15 - 8:45 pm 
Beginning January 17, 2019 

All adult men and women welcome! 
 

Please contact Jerry Sams at billlearjet@gmail.com 
or 248-882-2065 for more information. 

Father Dave’s Retirement 
 

As we move closer to June 2019, 
and Father Dave prepares for his 
retirement, arrangements are being 
made for a special retirement dinner 
at Crystal Gardens, May 16.  Tickets 
will be available at the end of January.  If you 
want to purchase tickets, but will be out of town at 
the end of January, please call the office. 

We have also planned receptions following all 
the Liturgies the weekend of June 22 & 23. 

Father Dave hopes to spend some of his retirement 
traveling.  We realize many will want to wish Father 
well and perhaps give him a gift.  A suggestion 
would be a monetary gift to put toward his travels.  
For this purpose, special envelopes, with notecards, 
will be available in the Gathering Area, at the Wel-
come Desk. 

AWAITING the RESURRECTION 

St. Mary Magdalen has two places for the internment 
of cremains: the Resurrection Tower and the Shrine 
of the Cross. 

   The interior of the Tower has 1,500 niches; 
each holds one or two special urns. The names 
of each person interred there will be engraved 
on their urn and niche. The parishioner fee for a 
space in the Tower is $2,600. In addition, there 
is a fee for engraving the names on the urns 
and the niche. 

    The names of one or two people 
whose ashes are buried at a space at 
the Shrine of the Cross, will be en-
graved on the stone marking their 
resting place. The parishioner cost for 
a space at the Shrine of the Cross is 
$500, plus the added cost of engraving the stone. 
 If you would like to make arrangements for a 
space, either in the Resurrection Tower or the 
Shrine of the Cross, please contact Gayle Zawisa in 
our parish office (810.229.8624). 
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PASTORAL STAFF 
Pastor  Fr. David F. Howell 

 pastor1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   H. David Scharf 

 deacon1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   James Chevalier 

 deacon2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   Gary Prise 

 deacon3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Deacon   Devon Wolfe 

 deacon4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Formation - Evang. Adults   Sr. Joyce Hoile, OSF 

 pastmin1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Minister  Sr. Maryetta Churches. OP 

 pastmin2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Youth Minister Margaret Callaghan 

 yminister1@gmail.com 
Dir. Rel. Formation   Roxanne Hundsrucker 

 dre1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
R.C.I.A. & Infant Baptism  Erin Wolfe 

 baptisms@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Liturgist/IT Specialist  Diane Kubus 

 liturgist@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Pastoral Musician  Steven H. Schulte 

 steve@colleengleason.com 
Director of Preschool  Amanda Faiola 

 preschool1@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Bookkeeper  Jeri Gawlowski 

 bookkeeper@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Rel. Form. Admin Asst.  Karen MacDonald 

 sect2@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Gayle Zawisa 

 sect3@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Sandi Phillips 

 sect4@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Administrative Asst.  Megan Tierney 

 sect5@saintmarymagdalen.org 
Facilities & Maintenance  Dan Tuthill 

 maint1@saintmarymagdalen.org 

~ SPIRITUALITY AND CREATIVITY ~ 
The Artist’s Way program has helped many people 
deepen and develop their spirituality by enhancing and 
embracing their own creativity.  

Colleen Schulte will once again be leading a group of 
parishioners interested in experiencing The Artist’s 
Way, starting in late January. An information meeting 
will be Sunday, Jan. 13, 4-5 pm at St. Mary Magdalen. 

All are invited to attend—whether you’re new to the 
Artist’s Way or would like to experience it again. If you 
are interested but cannot attend, please email Colleen 
at cgs@colleengleason.com. 

THE WEEK AHEAD 
Monday, January 7 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  9:45 am Yoga 
  6:00 pm Magdalen’s Kitchen 
  7:30 pm K of C Planning Meeting 
Tuesday, January 8 
  9:00 am Preschool 
10:00 am Spiritual Gifts Workshop 
  1:00 pm MOW Card Making Class 
  6:00 pm Boy Scouts 
  6:30 pm ALPHA 
  7:00 pm Charity and Justice 
  7:00 pm Boy Scout Committee Meeting 
  7:00 pm MI Catholic Bible School 
Wednesday, January 9 
  9:00 am Preschool 
  9:00 am Jesus Lifestyle 
  9:15 am Moms Group 
  1:00 pm Prayer Shawl Ministry 
4:30/6:30 pm Religious Formation & First Penance 
  7:30 pm Finance 
  7:30 pm Marriage Ministry 
Thursday, January 10 
  9:00 am Preschool 
10:00 am ALPHA 
10:00 am Panning Alpha Group 
  5:30 pm Religious Formation & First Penance 
  7:00 pm Wellness 
  7:00 pm Spiritual Gift Workshop 
  7:15 pm Religious Formation Team Meeting 
  7:30 pm Music Ministry 
Friday, January 11 
  9:00 am Preschool  
  9:45 am Yoga 
10:00 am Sew Much Fun 
  6:30 pm 7 Super Dates 
  7:00 pm Wine, Cheese & Questions with Fr. Dave 
Saturday, January 12 
  7:30 am Men’s Breakfast 
  9:00 am Preschool Open House 
  4:30 pm First Eucharist Rite of Enrollment/  
              Session following 
Sunday, January 13 
  9:00 am Family Program 
  9:00 am Solemn Penance Rite of Enrollment/   
  Session following 
11:00 am RCIA Rite of Acceptance 
  4:00 pm Artist’s Way Information Meeting 
  7:00 pm Youth Group 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT  
Week of 12/16/18 

 Approximately 1553 people participated 
Env/Cash $ 17,554 
EFT/Online $ 22,699 
TOTAL $ 40,253 
Children’s Collection $93.74 

mailto:cgs@colleengleason.com
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MINISTERS OF PRAYER 

Sun. Jan. 6 Jerry Dolkowski 

Mon. Jan. 7 Bob & Pat Metz, Larry & Gwen Maes 

Tues. Jan. 8 Rachel Tuzinsky, Diane Whiton 

Wed. Jan. 9 Joe Lubig, Jan Altermatt   

Thurs. Jan. 10 Diane Davidson, Anna DeMonaco 

Fri. Jan. 11 Clarence & Ginny Kroll 

Sat. Jan. 12 Volunteer 

LIVINGSTON YAM:  YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 

EVENTS & HAPPENINGS FOR THOSE 18-35 
www.livingstonyam.com 

 
HEART OF JESUS HOLY HOUR 

Saturday, January 12 

7:00 - 8:30p 

St. Patrick, Brighton  
Questions? Contact Shannon 810-588-7665 or 

 livingstonyam@gmail.com  
Find us on Facebook at "Livingston YAM" 

ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE 

Mon. Jan.  7 8:30 pm Senior Men’s Basketball 

Tue. Jan.  8 6:00 pm Boy Scouts 

Wed. Jan.  9 4:30 pm Religious Formation 

Thu. Jan. 10 4:00 pm St. Pat’s 

  5:30 pm Religious Formation 

Fri. Jan. 11 _____ __________ 

Sat. Jan. 12 _____ __________ 

Sun. Jan. 13 9:00 am Family Program 

  7:00 pm Youth Group 

Magdalen’s Preschool  

Saturday, January 12,  
10:00 am - 12:30 pm 

We offer a Christian-based preschool 
program for 3, 4, and early 5 year olds.  
We invite you to come meet our pre-
school staff; tour the classrooms, chapel, and gym play 
area; ask questions; and find out more about our excit-
ing preschool program! 

Please contact Amanda Faiola at 810-229-0010 for 
more information. 

http://www.livingstonyam.com
mailto:livingstonyam@gmail.com

